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T BOtlOe" "aid a native of the Penn-
sylvania woods, "that a good many per-
sona are disputing the assertion that the
wily and wary ruffed aronae ran he hired
to the hunter's nun hy an imitation of the
cook grouse's peculiar drumming; and
that remind- - ni".

"In the davs before the law limited the
numl-e- of bird4 to a bag and prevented
the pale of any a certain pot hunter of
rnir bailiwick brought to town at regular
intervals during the scii.wn no many mor- -

pheasants, a the grouse were called, than
any one else that suspicion a long time
hovered over him a to the strict legality
of the methods he used in bagging hia
birds.

"Tt wan known that thia hunter did not
hunt with a dog. and the difflenlty of
negotiating a bag of ruffed grouae accord-
ing to the rulea of true sport and the
art of Assembly without the aid of a good
bird dog was obvious There waa never
any evidence that he snared the birda.

, hut then the removal of the evidencea of
anaring was a possible thing

I "Then some one made the curious dis- -

; oovery that ex ery bird thia hunter brought
in waa a cook The question naturally

i arose. If he snared hia pheaaanta ia it
likely that none but cock pheaaanta would

i push their nocks into hia anarea? And
if he shoots them free in the woods, why
doesn't he ever kill any hena' Nobody

I could answer, and myatery Ihttl taking
the pla-- of suspicion the question was

J put bluntlr to the hunter when he came
Z to town again:
JC " Tom. how do you manage to get all
I yotir pheaaanta, anyhow?"
tf "T hoot cm. of course,' replied the

hunter.
"'F'w and in the open''
'Of coursel Why not?'
Hut whv is i' that you alwava shoot

iycu pheasante?
'Taue that's the only kind I shoot."

I "And that being all the information,
Tom would riiv on the subject the mys
tery of hi1' pheasant bagging remained
nnsoK-e- un'il one day a sportsman who

I had been pending a week After grouse
n tha: mysterious hunter's vicinity came

I ho tne and ami 'tunced thai he had solved it
I " Tom drums for 'c;n.' sard lev 'Thnt'a

Jfw he gpta 'cm.'
"Thia left Ihe mvsterv still unsolved

ao lar n ih" rest of III were concerned, j

and the returning sportsman proceeded j

to clear It up
"Me was on hi" wnv through the woods

I when he heard ' he sriutid of a pheas-r-an- t'

drumming. Me had never had a
chance to p a cook at its druinnvnz and
he resolved lo stent upo.i this one and
watch th performance,

'He rrept noiselessly along and by and
hy cam" within sight of a log from whi'h i

the drumming leamad to come The log

Ml not more than fifty feet awav, hut
nowhere about it could he aee the drum -

ming pheasant The hunter, wondering
how it was possible for the bird to con- -

ceal itself so completely, was on the point
of stealing around to get a look from an-

other direction when hia eye caught a
movement on the ground among the
leaves and undergrowths a long way be-

yond the far end of the log.
"The movement was made hv a pheas-

ant that appeared out of the laurela. At
first the hidden spectator thought thil
waa the pheasant that had done the drum-
ming, but suddenly the bird stopped as
if listening and then right from the log
roae the lotlltd of the drumming again.
The instant the aound whs thus repeated
the pheasant hopped on a small decayed
log and beating its wings against ita aide

, sent forth a resounding response to the
challenge from the log. Then jumping
from the log the bird came hurriedly,
with wing tipa drooping and dragging
on the ground and ruff standing erect.
toward the ipol where its challenger was
hidden.

'In momentary expectation of wit-
nessing a deaperate battle between two
angry pheasant clocks the hunter lay
breathless In his concealment The ad-
vancing onck had come to within fifty
yards of the log when from behind the log
there oama n sudden flash and the re
port of a gun broke the stillness. The ad-

vancing i k lay fluttering on the ground
with a deAth wound, and scattering a
covering of brush and leaves that had
concealed him up roae Tom, the put
hunter, gun in hand

"The start led iportimm likewise rose
from his hiding .lace and the two stood
staring ai bi li other. Then Tom re-
covered in- - rompoaure and with a grin
Mid:

, " That's bow 1 do it '

"lhe myt.ry waa solved A hoop
'rom a nail keg. on which wai stretobod
.1 akin making a soil ,,l rude tamborine,
was part of the hunter's equipment, He
sain tne skm wi tunned from a wood- -
chuck's peli Me had discovered the
utiiii v of the contr lvalue in innii!, forth
un exact nun .ii ioii ol the cook gri 'Use sdrumming when beaten with i padded
suck ui die hands of one wi, ,

I give
ii ihe proper manipulation. This unter
had acquired the neoessary skill In bandung the implement so thai he could mnd
forth unerringly the sound thai wouldbring any cock pheusani within hearing
toward the plaOB Of his OOUOSalmeill uiresponse to the challenge. Tom s sun.
cosh in handling the groundhog's skin
drum was well shown right then, for al-
though ii w.ih sun early in the day he bud
nine pheasantu already In ins bug n,
had shot them free and open n the woods.
jinn as he had sud he goi his pheasants,
but of course none of our sportsmen

oiiiii regard his method .is sportsman
like. At the Siime lima H ere came
singularly lively demand for siruill keg
hoops, and I remember to nave mwn
follows out hunting for groundhog who
bad been known to scorn even rabbits
ss hencnth consideration as, marks for
I hell nuns. I never heard of any of them
succeeding in becoming exiert enough
In Initialing 'he drumming of th oook
grouse to hue the birds to their guns,
but i nit boils could be luted nnd were
lured in thai Waf the work of Tom, Ihe
I'ot hunter, lefi no doubt,

TAwi tUvis is u'j doubt either that they

can he )iiroi In other ways, aa t can
testify. Israel Bernhardt, nf Sullivan
county. New York, learned how to do if
mnr Ihiin a generation ago nnd hsa
prnetieod it successfully cvT since. He
ties a method 'f hi own. simple and in
Ilia hands infallible.

"Barnbardt ia a famous guide and
hunter, nml while he never Roes out on
purpose to Iik his grouse hv drumming
them in. he. likewise never resists an op-
portunity to test hll akill in that way when
one offers Me hue hia dog trained to
know,the possibilities of this fcst in grouse
huntin

"If during his scouting of the covers
he cornea to a log In the woods which he
identifies aa one that cock grouse use for
drumming he prepares at once for action,
Vtter and complete concealment is re
qnisite and this is perfectly undersbsxi
by Bnrnhardt's dogs. At a word from
him they instantly hide nnd He aa atill
aa if they were dend dogs

"Then concealing himself alongside of
the log. squatting on his hands and knees.
Harnhardt takes the right lapel of his a
canvas hunting coat iti his left hand, of
draws it tightly across his chest on the
left hand side and with hll right hand
clenched strikes it in a wav that repro-
duces the drumming sound of the cock
grouse M unturallv that it never fails to
fool any cock within hearing of it.

"1 have witness"! Harnhardt's per-
formance of this trick I never heat d a
cock answer the drumming and iiur
heard one make any sound in approach-
ing, the hunter being aware of the coming
of the bird only when he catches sight of II

it moving toward the log Somtime
after Rarnhatdt has drummed what he
considers long enough to lure a cook into
sicht he will rise and move on only to
flush one or more COCkl that were on tie
wav in answer- to his dtumming

"I have myself lured grouse within
gunshot range by an imita'ion of the!
drumming produced by knocking a
smooth, rounded stone against a peeled
spot on the trunk of n hirttwooil tree
This give, so nearly n perfect reproduction '

I III' snUIIU o, a kmjiis" nil, - i'".i'r's
his mating tattoo of spring or his liHtile
all in ihe fall that even the most cautious

and suspicious old cock oi.uld be excused
for taking II for ihe genuine thing

TIIF. IIF.I.I'FI I. HF.AVF.lt.

One of the First and Rest of the Western
Conrr alienists.

"I read in Thf Si n how the heavers of
Colorado had proved a benefit as con-
servationists by their dams which have
retarded the floods that otherwise would
have swept down the mountain sides and
denuded the slopes of their aoil and treea."
aaid T. B. (lilroy. a one time ranchman in
Montana, "and that reminds me how that
huey little dam builder waa a pioneer
and useful conservationist in Montana in
the daya of the cattle trail. A beaver
wasn't worth as much by a good many
dollars as n fll steer was. but there wasn't
a cattle man in Montana in those days or
anywhere else on the range, where beaver
wpr rM to li fiMind Who WOtlldD I hav
Rivon up tho bet! Mfr in hi hrrl t

Kfv tho lif of n h.ivfr.
' Tho raMWmon hnH cioc reason fr

savine vorv b6AV0f thov hue. ii rhanc
to h nH they wnro fat! nn! iinrhnnphlo j

fnniH ti thai InctUttliOUl wild harrl
wiriiinK lit t .o animal. Everybody known
tliflt haTrH htllld flnm Thrv btlild
thir flntiif- - t nrr.vidn rtfcniiiM hunger in
Hip wmtor wh1t fi;ropn that i

of nny ijrp to thorn nfl food ha nnt it
MP ;in4l ntltrtttotli rjijn!itioft ittich. Tho-
DM vorti vo on tho l ark of OOtlotlWOod nM

j

willow ntrl othor Btioctllmt hnrk. and In
ho of Korvins to him an food thrmo hark
mi iat hp kopt frph and full f lifp

"Thn hoivor's wonderful Inttlnol tpi.u
hitn that thin rat. ho Hoti hy keep njr,

them uhmerRod In iter, and " ho dams
tho nhallow wirrenl of strea ma ao that tha
collected water above tho dam will form
a dpp pool and overflow hid torp of
hruba and llmba ho haa planted thorp

and kppp them fro.-- and nappy, thoy
being driven into the u bottom of thotmirht ptriko you
pond hy th w;o little animal fj.r atiouch
to anchor them there upright nnd kMp
thom Intact until they are needed for uee
in the colony acommleaary department.

"Thia wonderful inatlnol of tpp beaver
never Intereated the ranchmen ; little bit
In ao far a it concerned fhp object of it.
nor had they uny aentlmenl In protecting
t hp haa ver aa uohi i"it water Ii constant
neceaalty on tho rattlo trail- - in tho dry
climate 'f Montana. In tho dayi ( peak
of Ihere were more beavers in Montana
perhaps than anywhere else in the noun
try, and that may le the css vet. from
the way thev were protected by the cattle-men- .

By building their dat.is wherever
they micht they caused the water supply
Otlt there to lie hoarded as it could be
in no other way. for that was long before
Ihe imi of storage dums and irrigating
operations

"That storing of ihe water by thej
heavers just suited the cattlemen, and so
while all other game and fur liearing
animals were being exterminated the
beaver was assured of the friendship and
protection ol the rsnohmen hu far as It
Twnr. Ol ,UI I ,o ' I'll fliei UrW
tect. the liea vera B"enn,l to be aware
of this' fact ,for in the range country thev
carried on their industrial operations
fearlessly in dose proximity to human
habitation 1 have watched n colony of
beavers by the hour at their work of con-
structing a dam, and a person who has
never hud a similar opportunity and used
it can have no conception of the amaclng
genius for engineering thai guides (,ls
animal at ita work. No human skill or
ingenuity can exceed it

"In choosing a place for building a dtim
across a stream lieavers first consider ti e
condition of the current. If it is sluggish
theldam will be thrown straight across
from bank to bank. If the current is
rapid the dam is built on a curve aofl
bottom spot laalwayaobosen. The timberi
for the dain are cut by the beaVSTI ;it somo
point up the stream, trees of the proper
size and slender saplings, being felled by
them with the facility of an axeman, cut
into the deal Iwd lengths and floated down
to the site of the dnui by Ihe members of
the colony Ket to the doing of lhat task.

"The engineers and oonstruotors take
the limbers as they come down and Utilise
them without a moment' delay. A

beaver oan'l stay under water more
than Ave miniltea, yet un old and exsari- -

enoad dam builder umong them will
seize u piece of timber that has been
cut for the purpose, diva to the bottom
with it and by home skilful manipula-
tion unknown to inun lix tt upright and
solid on the muddy bottom in (lie few
minutes he ran work beneath the sur-
face. In an Incredibly brief space or
time be will have set a row of tiiesu tim-
bers, while other busv workers float
the logs und poles and branches down
nt ream and sink t hem oneon lop of another
crosswise uguiust tie planted stakes
or piles and lusieii I hem lv weaving
Ihe flexible In. ii,, h,- in and out umong
I hem

"Others are busy oarrylng mortar
made of mud and leaves and twigs, all
mixed and kneaded to tha proper con-
dition and quality for use with which
I lley plaster over the crevices ami till

,.. cmruca, UMiiauigjqeir ''"would make a plasterer envious. Float'
ing debris of many kinds constantly
Works down against tha dam Another
Bang of are on the watch for
this and use it to good advantage In
perfei i ,ng he work "

.V TIIK Bid THIIHKT.
RsplOltl of Ihe Wiggins llrnlhrri In Their

limit l.i tear.
"The two Wiggins boySi aa they are

familiarly known down in Polk county.
Tex. is, antl parts adjacent, were getting
things in reHdiness, when I came away
for a bigger hunt in Ihe Big Thicket this
fall than they hud last fall eaid a resident
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of the l.one Star State "The Big Thicket
ia a tremendoua area of almost inaocei-aihl- e

wilderneaa lying lietween the Hahine
and Trinity rivers, and dividing the long
leaf pine region of the sandy plains from
the loblolly pine territory nearer the
coast. It ia from five to eeven milea
wide and inhabited y by the same
wild life, some of it fierce and lavage,
that dwelt in lta faitnesaea when the first
settlers found that Texas waa a promising
place to caet their lines.

"When the two Wiggins hoyi. Bill and
Pick, took their annual hunt in the Big
Thickei last year they thought they
found the game they were after a little
more plentiful than it had ever lieen
Iwfore. but they contented themaelvea
with fetching away three bears, aix deer,
twoof the higgeat and flerreat pant here the
Thicket waa ever known to produce and

few Indicate for good measure. One
the panthera had a measurement of

eight feet three inches in length The
Isiys had quite a time bagging him.

"They started him out of a mass of
thick reeds, and their three doga took
his trail and followed it so closely that
the panther ireed One dog waa so hot
on the trail thoush that he got to the
free in time to take a' running Jump and
grab the big beast by the flank, although

was sit feet aU.ve the ground.
"When the two hoys got there they

found the dog holding on to the panther.
suspended in air. I lie dog was mi Knox s
man trailing bloodhound Mitchell He
could have pulled any ordinary panther
loose from his hold and brought him back
to earth to tight it out there, but this one
wastoostrenuouseven for that great dog.
und he scrambled on up the tree, taking
Mitchell alonir ten feel further, when th
dog lost his jaw hold ond tumbled back
to the ground

' The panther went on up the tree about
fOftjr feet higher, and then one of the
W iggins lioys. Bill it waa. turned his .33

sc ial against him and down the panther
came. I'p he was again, though, in a
second, and rip' he went for Williams
throat.

"Then the dog Mitchell saw his chance
and eel his jaws together on the panther I
haunch again and the ferocious varmint
let go nf Bill and buckled In with the dog.
It was a pretty fight while It lasted, and
both Bill and ni brother took a hand in
it Thedog got the panther hy the throat,
hut the panther was getting his work
in on the dog s belly with hia claws ao
effeciivelv that Bill grabbed hia gun and
socked another pellet into the panther
and ended the fight.

"The biggest bear the boys killed wai
brought down by I'ick and he had to make
wo shota nf it. and even hetween the two
, i .... -- i.i - s -- . it i. . u .a

.,H inierf nX o,t of com!
mission

-- The hoys weren't in the Big Thicket
to bother with rabbits or the like of that,
but one day Dick aw a jack rahhit ao big
that he gathered it in just as a OUriollty
In doing lhat. though, tie o:in more man
Rathr th iark raM.it he rat'tut
was sitting on its haunches when Dick
discovered it. seeminglv lost to all its
surroundings It tumbled over when the
shot hit it. and when Pick went to pick
it up he was ohligod to put an end to a
rattieanallS that measured over seven
feel in length and had thirteen rattles
on its tail before he could take bold of the
ruhbjt Although that spake had a
mod -- i?ed rabbit inside of il alreadvB.Pi, k was of the opinion that it had de
signs on th" big jack rabhit and had
hypnotised it. which accounted for the
rabbil sitting listlessly there, oblivious
to all else around it.

"e don't think it worth any more
than Just oidinatv comment
down in Tolk county, the getting rady
of the two w iggins boys lo go into the Big
Thicket intent on a still more vigorous
campaign against the wild critters that
dwell in that otherwise uninhabited
domain than thev usuallv null off. but It

up here as something
little outside of an ordinary hunting

si unT
"But the two Wiggins bovs are pretty

near old enough to take oare of them-
selves. I guess One of 'em. Bill, is as
now T'other one. Mick, is M Neither
of 'em ever owned a pair of spectacles,
for thev never have had anv use for em
Bill s hair is turning a little gray now.
but he has got the same teeth every one
of em as sound aa a dollar, that came
In when he shed his baby teeth. So has
pi k

B.MU.F.Ii A COOS.

lleall) .nt It In a Rag. and by Datng No
This l.ad votderi s Thrashing.

"E'er since the time a coon bagged
licked Farmer Bill Badger and put hitn to
flight." aaid Kit Buckingham, who sella
gum. can make them too. and knows how
to shoot with them. "I have held that
family of ringtailed night rnamera in
high regard. Not that the coon deserved
any special credit for licking Farmer Bill
Badger, hut if it hadn't licked him Farmer
Bill Badger would h ive everlastingly
licked tne. so. merahnrically ieaking, I
take my bat off to the whole coon family.

"When I say 1 bagged Ithat coon I mean
bagged in the literal sense. It happened
out in Ohio, when I was a youngster. I
wasn't out to hag coona. either.

"Squirrels i f all kinds were plenty in
the woods. Gray and black squirrela
seemed lo choose for their homes treea
with hollows in them that liar! npenlnga
near the ground. Into these hnllowa they
would pop when alarmed A hunter with
u gun might wait a long time for them to
Dome out and be shot and then be fisiled.
and Doling this peculiarity of the squir-
rels I hit on a scheme that I lielieved
would yield me a meaa of ti e cunning
little bushy tails any time I went out
after them, i

"And it worked. I look an emptv feed
bug one day and went into the Wooda
wilh my dog Cray, a black and white
mongrel with n peculiar bark which would
start a squirrel for 'ta hole the minute he
let it loose in the Wooda if there whs a
squirrel within hearing. The dog and I

hadn't got far into the woods when he
set "p Ins bark, und out of a bunch of long
seed grass jumped two big black squirrels
They went like a flash for a big poplar
tree into a hole in which they disappeared.

"That suited the working of my scheme
I placed the ..pen mouth of the bug over
the hole in Ihe tree. Hnd gelling a long
pole poUOded with it on Ihe side of the
tree. A great scratching inside the hol-
low trunk followed and down out of jf
came the frightened squirrels Out of
the bole at the bottom they (kipped and
into the bag. I grabbed the bug. drew
the puckering siring und my Iwo squir-
rels were bugged. Whacking the bug
uguinat the tree, I knocked Ihe life out of
lhe squirrels, took Ihem out und Hlufled
them In my pockets, und wus ready for
another haul I he d.,g just went wild
with joy when he aw the point of my
scheme, and we hud the greulisi duy'a
port in squirrel hunting that any one hud

ever hud in that country.
"One cloudy day the dog Oray and I

were out for some fun with squirrels
l uriner Bill Badger owned the bit of wooda
we were working in and it waa hickory
nut lime Farmer Badger wam't at all
popular with the boys. He had bushels
anil bushels of hickory nuta in hia woods,
but be used to lay around in hiding with
a boras whip ready to pounce out on any
hoy who ventured lo seek hi wooda
to get a peck or ao of nuts

0nc another-boysukdT'W- en taking

the chancel on getting a few nuta withou
Farmer Bill knowing it They were fall-
ing from their hulli the nicest kind and
we had gathered a flour lark full apiece.
We had tied the sacks ill reedy to ihoul-de- r

and make our escape with them and
their content! when I aaw my dog Gray
drop hia tail between his legs and start
for home.

"That dog wai mortal afraid of Farmer
Bill Badger and alwayi took to hii heeli
in that way when he saw the unpopular
citizen, an we knew what ailed him this
time. We didn't need that to tell ue,
though, for up out of the bushes near hy
roae Farmer Bill. He had been watch-
ing ui ill the while.

"'.lust whit I wai wait in' for aomebody
to do,' said he, with his hone whip raised
Now linee you fellem has got them nuti

all nice and sacked just you go up in that
tree and thraih the rest of "em down,
and after you have thrashed em down
you turn to and hull em or VII hull you:'

"And didnt we have to do it? We cer-
tainly did We shinned up that tree,
thrashed the nuta off and then worked
like beavers pounding the hulls off 'em
till they were all hulled, a good five bushels
of 'em.

" And now.' aaid Farmer Bill. 'I guess
you felleri better tote them two aacka
full over to my barn and turn 'em out.
It'll kind o' save me the trouble."

"And we toted the two aacka of nuti
over a mile to Bill s barn, turned 'em out
and struck a bee line for home. Farmer
Bill yelling after ui that if he ever ketched
ui in hia woods ag'in he'd skin us alive
Thit'a the sort of a pltgtgnl fellow citi-

zen Farmer Bill Badger was.
"Well, my dog Gray and I were out one

cloudy day after squirrels, taking the
chances in Farmer Bill'a wooda. for it
wai nutting time and aquirreli were
more than frisking about in those woods.
I don't know how Bill happened (o see
ui on our way there, for we took a round-
about course; but he aaw us. ai the sequel
proved.

"We ware sneaking along through tha
wooda when suddenly Oray let go a bark
that almost geared me. and out of a little
crawfish run that wound through there

'an animal a good deal bigger thin a
squirrel jumped, made two more jumpi
and went out of sight at the roots of a
beech tree. 1 had never seen a coon,
hut from what I had heard of them I
knew that thia wia one of those rlngtalled
prowlers.

"The dog barked at the roota of the
tree, and I aaw that there waa an en-
trance to a hollow place there. I didn't
know how the hag method of hunting
squirrels would work on coon, but I re-

solved to test it then and there. So I
fHM4n th mouth of th hag nvw th
hole into which the coon had gone, and
wnile tne dog. snout wna witn the ex-
citement of thia new experience, atood
ready over the bag I found a club and
pounded on the tree.

"Quicker even than ever I knew a
squirrel to dive into my bag that coon
came eorambhng down into it. He
pounced into it with a chug that loosened
part of ita fastenings, hut I waa quick
enough to grab ihe hag. pull it shut with
me pucaenng sinna ann nave .nr. t oon5 u . .... IwZ

lirisofir. nt mini wi, ii n loss 111 inn
"""'""!' 'nougni me quicser I pur
the finishing touches on him the ntlir
it would be. so I swung the has un over
my head to give it a thump on the top."f
it

" ",,,mp?hl q
all"mv

,h PPO V." j.n."?
.

coon never hit the stump.
"I had lieen using that bag a good while.

and while it would have been all right
for thumping a squirrel ir. the coon waa
a mil- - ioo wrinn ,i loan ir nit- - wenn- -

ened bag to withstand, and as I brought
it with a awash over my shoulder toward
the stump the bottom of the bag went
out. The impetus I had given it snt
the coon flying out of the end of the bag
like a atone nut of a catapult.

"I followed ita flight wilh bulging
eyes ann my line or vision ended on
.r annex n, n.i,r, ., n-- sieppeo oui

, i mm nsiunn pawpaw nusn ne sieppeo
out Just in time for that flying coon to
light on hitn kerplunk.

"The coon struck him square in the
chest, paws on. and spread out all over
Bill's front like he was a dead coon
atretched on a barn door. Fanner Bill
Badger gave a yell that is music in my
ears to this day. but before he could turn
and mn that coon had acted like a buss
saw on him and In leaa than ten seconds
Farmer Bill was ripped and tattered aa
if he had tackled a wildcat. Then the
conn paused right on over him and die
appeared Farmer Rill never wailed to
see what it waa that had struck him but
went tearing out of thoae wood.

"Take my hat off to the coon family?
T should aay in. If I hadn't high regard
for the coon I wouldn't be waiting io
eagerly for the season to come around
when I can go out and show it.

"The coon season sets in in thia State
bout the middle of September, but a

coon ia ripest and juiciest in the period
lietween October IS and November 15.
and being stuffed full of Indian corn, fall
poultry, chestnuts, acorns, wild grapes
and the like he waddles away into the
beart of the moat convenient swamp
at the Aral aound nf the intruder aeeking
to have fun with him. pulls his corpulent
body to the top of an evergreen or oak
tree and waits for the coming of the argu-
ment. I show my reipect for the coon
hy never using any weiker argument
agaimt him than a charge of No. 2 shot
driven by 3'j drama of powder and find-
ing a spot just behind the ihoulder
with it."

HIGHEST MF.ASt HFIi UPBKD.

How Fait xnlmals Traxel Man low
Were It Mot for Vrtltlcial tld.

The earth is only about
as large as it was in the days of our great-
grandfathers and it is still shrinking
True, surveys and measurements do not
show it to lie smaller Its circumference
is still nearly 21,000 miles But within
the last century there has been so great
an increase in ine rate oi epeeu ai wnicn
man can travel that for practical pur
noses the earth is eleven times smullei
than it used to be.

Speed is relative And the speed at
which man travels, says Bannister Mar
win in the I'ouM's Componioa. is even
now low down in lhe seuie of rapid
motions Begin wilh the slowest of
moving objects and note the forms and
conditions by which nature increases
her speed

gible 'Ihe same may be sari of micro -

scopic animal life Coming to lhe visi -

hie forms of animal life, we think at once
of ihe snail, which goes at lhe rate of

'nt out five one-huii- edl hs of an inch
a second

The tortoise, also a symbol for slowness,
covers less than half un inch a second,

l he hare, the tortoise ia fabled
to have defeated in a race, runs sixty
feet in a second.

The beat recorded speed of a running
horse is sixty-tw- o feet a second for a
short distance II is said lhat lhe tiger
will cover forty-si- x feet in a aecond; Ihe
elephant, seventeen feet; lhe foxhound,
sixty feet; lhe ostrich, helped by its wings.
ISO feet. But inoet of these figures, obvi-
ously are hard lo verify

With flying birdu loo, although many
of Ihem have been carefully timed, we
cannot be certain that the figures given
are correct except perhaps in the case
of the carrier pigeon. The record for a
pigeon flying 100 milea is about 125 feet
a second However, homing pigeons
are said to have flown nearly half as fast
again for ahort distance. Kor Ihe eagle
the estimated distance in a second is

seventy-fiv- e feet, for the wild gooae 150

feet, for the swallow perhaps 300 feet,
the swallow being the king of speed in
the air

Without the artificial lidi to speed
which hii geniua has developed man ia

one of the sloweat of the large animate
in getting over the ground. The faaleat
running record for one hundred yards
waa made it, the rate of fraction more
than thirty-on- e feet a eeeond. A mile
has been run at the rate of twenty and n

friction feet a aecond. Ten milea have
lieen done at sixteen and seven-tenth- s

feet a second. The best speed of man
then ii about half as fait aa the beat apeed
of the horse Nevertheless it haa been
laid that hy peraiatent pursuit at a walk-

ing gait a man cm eventually tire and
run down a horse or a deer. Man's record
for walking a hundred miles is nt the rate
of a little more than eight feet a second.

The superiority of man appears in his
use of mechanical aide to speed. He has
chained the awifter animals to his ser-

vice There was a man on the back of
the horse that made the best equine
running record. F.ven with so simple
a contrivance as skates man has done
almost aa well aa the horse, covering a
mile at the rate of nearly forty feet a
second. An iceboat covered oneand two-tenth- a

milea in thirty-on- e aeconds This
was at the rate of more than 204 feet n
aecond or about 140 milea an hour.

That exceods the steam locomotive
record of one mile in thirty seconds or
ITI feet a second. But a train travelled
between t'hicago and New lork. (Mil

miles, nt the rate of sixty and twenly-cigh- t
miles an hour,

excluding stops. Another train made
eighty-on- e miles at the rate of seventv-flv- e

and eighty-fou- r

miles an hour high power electric rail-
roads abroad have beaten this, so may the
monorail.

An automobile has travelled a mile
In fwenty-aeve- n seconds and an aero-
plane haa travelled eighty milea in an
nour Indeed it Is reported that Wdrinox
In his Paris-Madri- d flight covered eighty
milea with the aid of a gale at the rate of
15.' milea an hour, the record for human
apeed. "

The earth trivels in ila orbit round the
Bun nineteen milea a second. The sun,,if . nk. ,h. o.h- -r stars, has ita nw

motion through space. Some
.Mlinrllln. ka I a l,.i,j ln,l itm .

twelve milea a second. A few stars move
more slowly than this; othera much more
rapidly. Arcturua maintains a speed of
not leaa than one hundred miles a second,
and the itar called "Oroombridge lHSn"
travel! one hundred and fifty miles in
the same brief time! But the average
rate of motion of the atara in apace seeioa
to be not much more than that of the earth
in ita annual Journey the sun.

Shooting stars or meteors move with a
velocity of from twenty-fiv- e to forty-fiv- e

Wf? a fT1 ( ?m e,M' 111 the ,stfnrthe sun. move at
the same rate; but their apeed increases
as they near the sun. The great comet
of 1S2 swept round Ihe sun with a velocity
of three hundred miles n second.

But the speeds of the heavenly bodies
are slow compared with the motions of
the tiniest known particlea of matter.
The sun would seem to stand still could
we compare ita velocity with that of the
ranium rays. I hese radiations are
produced by successive explosions of:groups of the tinv atoms of radium SPJ
"alpha raya - bein . themselves infiniiei- -,..'., f m,fi,r nro thrown out"with a velocity of perhaps twelve thousand
mies a seconq. I ne new rays travel,

., .... ...m me emanations oi mis wonoerrul
radium we find the highest known s;eed of
matter in motion. At twelve thousand
miles a second it would take little more
than two seconds for a particle of matter

r) all the way round the earth.
Look at your watch and note the duration
of two seconds; then imagine that in n
chariot drawn by "nlphn rays" yon haYe
been round Ihe world. There is hardly
time in two seconds for you to think the
journer.

The highest measured speed, however.
is not the speed nf matter but the speed
of that etheric vibration which we call
light. And light travels at the rate of one
hundred and eighty-si- thousand miles a
aecond!

W18SOVM B.AMK !

Pheasant and Partridges Liberated lit
Slate Commissioners Thriving

r'rson t ffy rnrrmpnn'lrnre St boltit Otobt'
Itctnncrtit.

That the pheasants and HungArinn par-
tridges lihersied f hfOUghoul the state ro-

ths State t.ame 'einniissioner ae multi- -

P'J 'n" indicated by reports which he is
"ow receiving Irom innn owners nmong

I whom thev were distributed,
These reports are furnished in response

to a circular letter which he mailed to every
person receiving consignments of pheHsauis
ir partridges. In this circular flame

TolertOB asked for specific in-

formation upon the following points; The
number of old birds li ing. number of ynuna
birds raited, attention required during the
winter, migratory huhlts. sildness, Av.

Hundreds of letters have been received
from citizens of nearly every county in
the State Probnhly nine out of ten of the
reports received are fnvorlhle (Vrasinn-all- v

a man reports that the hinls were either
killed hy hawks or hunters. Hint they be-

came too tame, or failed lo propagate, but
these reports are the exception.

The i tame Commissioner is elated ever
the reports from birds released last year.
The fact 'ha' they have propagated In a
wild state and have raised their
indicates to him lhat only Ihe uuestion of
protecting them from pot hun'rrs remains
to he solved. In nearly every report it is
stated t hut the old bird lire living. Neither
the pheasants nor the Hungarian partridges
seem disposed to migrate where supplied
With plenty Of food nnd water and suflicieni
i over The fear that the pheasants and
partridges would bet tune tame seems lo
have been without foundation.

Piddling a mint' lo Callage,
From thr St. .oeis Rriiiihlir,

I hree young men in a boat to sav nothing
; nf ,. real of the ouitlt are Boating lou
ths Mississippi Rlvsr on s month's journey
lo St bonis, where they will enter ah- -

Initon University when (he fall t,.rni ,,,.
a little inoie than a week hence

Paddling in a canoe to college is a novel
manner in reach a destination in thses dHvs
of rapid transit, but V I,. I'm niile, v
Sillier and K. DIlOD have made the trip
hpfoie and they think the rigors of a 1 ,000
mile nip by canoe is Just the sort of thing to
train them for a winter's study.

Il was in the middle of augUSl lhat thestudents ttetfall their hum- itininev ni.ni'

i Thslr canoe was fined ton with everythlna
1 uwded on the long and arduous trio andLi.

perlenpe bad tuught I belli that their larder
lieeiled to be well stocked

xn Island for lluck Mhuolers.
'mm tdi Sorolh tesdmsrs

tattle Stinger Island, only lOby u feet.will
be Hoiti ihis week for i&,ojjo, rsproeenting
Hut highest price paid tor a piece of la ml
of Such small dimension ever to l.e fa
corded in Princess AttttS countv.

Although I . it t It Mlnger Island only con-
tains nOsuuara reel of land rislim from iliewaters of lief k tin Va . Its value lies inlhe fai l ihul il forms u natural battery forshooting ducks and is located at the Jul lothe great Virginia anil t uroliua duckinggrounds Ihe title tin hides a strip of luntlon the mainland which, however has mtparticular uiue tcspi for traction of
S lunliiii.se

Turkey Uubblrr and epprrhead.
RuMHasieeorJ sorrMBoadsnM Paiteatasif

Xtjith ArtitTu-an- .

.lacob WtUar, resident in the Motile Hun
district, saw a turkey gobbler belonging
to his Hoi k indulging In a haiile with some-
thing ill one of the neltl ihe other dav
w hile l tit. lien tuMhiu ..I' .1,. a i
flying heller skeTtei Ml, Well. ran totne scene Ol tne conflict .tii.l teached there
111 tlma tO see the Ins gobbler putting the
iiiiihiiiu luucueb uu a lurse copperheadauks.

Pk. ,......,t- - .l.nitii'. me nooli.ltlie headwaters nl lhe Sist imsiii Itivei-

which

proper

round

irnVel

CARD DRAWTWO A CROOKED GAME

Buck Hampton Pays Off an Old

Score and an Obligation
at the Same Time.

"A square gambler," said Buck Hamp-

ton cynically, "is a man who pavs his
debts, never breaks K promise after he's
been fool enough to make it, plays fair
with his pals and never gets caugnt
That's my record, and that's why they
call me square "

'

Young Carter drew a long breath and
said: "I reckon that s about right, specially
that last particular. But if I thought - "

Then h pulled himself together with a
strong effort Bui his eyes gleamed with
an unholy hate that Hampton saw wnn
great satisfaction. For some reason.
however, he seemed desirous of making.
( arler show his hand, and BS said in
differently. "I reckon you'd kill Billy j 1

"Bealos if you knew his game was crooked
"I certainly would." aaid t'arler ,

-- Well." said Hampton Ctellberateiy na ;

he lighted a fresh cigar, "there's a heap
o' satisfaction about killing a man some
times, but there's linble to be a heap
o' trouble afterward Fven at that I '

suppose it's worth while doing it under
certain circumstances The way 1 look
at ii , t hough, there's other things that'll
give you as much satisfaction mayoe
and not involve the disagreeable conse-
quences

I

"

Me watched Carter narrowly as he
spoke, tint that youth he was not more
than 'J2 or It- - only shook his head and
continued to smoke with unusual energv.
He was plainlv disinclined to talk, and
Hampton tried another tack.

"1 hard Beales made a big winning
last night Did he got enough tocrippl"
yon?" ' i

"Look here." said Carter half angrily
aa he straightened up and threw away
his cigar, what are you driving at
anvhow? What is :t to vou how had he
knit me Pm, sav voureeu a
gambler on ve seen many a '"'ti
ruined bfore. Maybe you've ruined
some yourself. It's part of the business, i

isn't it? Whv bother vourself with ths,.'.gnastiy netaus.
nampion s lace xrw very grave, n "

did not reply at once, but after a pause
he said; "Men may have ruined them-
selves plevlng against me IWore now.
hut no man can say I ever took an unfair
advantage of him unless he was trying
to do me. Thai's another thing I should
have mentioned in telling what a square
gambler is.

"If a mnn tries to get my monev 1 take
his if I can If he plays fair. I play fair.
If he ploys foul well. I've never been
caught But a man is a fool to gamble '

unless he knows the tricks of the trade
interested in

your experience last night Welt, for one
'

Wing I always pay my n"',,., n- - i sai.t a
minute aco and I haven't f,.rffotlen a. " j

good turn you did me once
-- p,haw. that was nothing
"True, it was a liiMe thing for vou to do I

but it meant a heap more to me than you
ever knew. That's one reason why I

hunted you up as soon as 1 heard about
last night, and there's another reason
whv I'm interested

"I owe Billv Beales something, too and
I haven't hod the opportunity to pay him
vet If I thought the satisfaction would
- worth the trouble I'd hftve paid him

long ago with a bullet, but 1 prefer to do
I

him a worse injury, and p I sav 1 haven't
yet had the chance. Perhaps we might
do it together "

Carter's eyes gleamed again and his
'face lighted up as he opened his month

a if to speak. F.agerly, but checking
himself suddenly, he merelv said; " can't

j help you. I'm down and out "

"Nonsense." exclaimed Hampton with
deliberate rudeness "Yon are not the
man to gie up like tha. even if you did
make a big losing What's the matter

'
with you?"

Well, damn it. I'll tell you You
might as well know it now, for everybody
else will know it by ex-- j
claimed Tarter furiously "I can't help

I you because I'll he in jail
Eight thousand of tha money I lost to

j Beales last night belonged to the firm.
and I've got to make an account ing in the
morning "

"F.ight thousand isn't such a terrible
lot of money." said Hampton slowly, "but
sometimes it's bigger than a house. I

have seen the time when it looked as big
as eight million, but just now I could let
vou have it without putting myself in a
hole. If you aay ao I will, but let's put
that one side for a minute Perhaps I can
suggest something better "

I don't understand," said Carter.
Well, it's this way. If I hand von the

money and you square yourself with the.nnuirnr..i nn ,
. .'. t i ti saved

your life. Maylie it M seem like a heBn
more than that. But after the excite-
ment had worn off there's two things 'd
be liable to happen. It might turn either
way.

"You might feel so everlasting grateful
that you'd make a slnve of yourself and
go through unnecessary privations to1
pay me back, nnd make ma uncomfortable
If not miserable doing it. Or you might
real mo inirtlen or the debt so heavily
thai you'd come to hate me in lime, and
that 'd make me feel a heap worse. I

don't know which it 'd be, but I reckon
you ain't the kind of man that 'd soon
forget it. ,

"Now there's another way out of this
trouble and it can be done iu twentv
four hours if 'ou can get that much time.
Can you?"

Carter mid he thought that could be
managed.

"Then supposing I can gel Billy Beales
around here to play poker and have him
bring Ila.ono or S'.'O.tkKi with him. We two
can do him as sure as death, if you'll play
as I tell you to. Vou can get back your
Sj.000 and I'll take the rest."

kCrooked poker, and you a stpiare
gambler?" exolairoed Carter.

"Must I go "ver thai again'.-- asked
Hampton, patiently enough. "I told you
1 alwavs pluyed fuir if Ihe other man did.
Now if you knew lhat Hilly Heulea cheated
you out of your money lust night, and wus
Irying to tin it again, would you have
any scruples about taking advantage of
him in any way you could?"

"Hut I dbn'l know that he cheated,"
objected Carter, dodging the question,
which in truth he found II hard lo answer.

"Vou don't, but I do," was the reply.
"I can even tell you two hands you held
in the game and show you how he got
Ihe cards to beut you. I waa in the hoimc
an hour utter you left, und Hooper and
Morsdou wore laughing about ii. Thuy
even bud a side bet up the second time
thai you wouldnl fall for ii. Marsden
thought you must see it " This last wits
added as a spur, for the tempter saw that
farter was wavering

I "I,PW " srae cosaung, sum ihe
.latter, atill bealtating.-r- i certainly. join

I yon. 1 don't see lhat can he atl
'off than I am "

ra
"(iive nie I deck of Cirdl ai d H

you," waa the instant Piepo rise, ind
the nexl ten minutes young (.'a Ii

Ihe benefit of valuable .i .t, ,

legerdemain given by an expert, Whaa,

he saw the two hands rVprod n

which he had lost most heavily, n-- l sua
how they had been beaten hrt fio-- w h i

scruples to the wind and eat"
manded the opportunity for reveng'

"It'll be easy ," said Ma nit lid, i' ten
Heales ma! vou were pitying hi
flm's money and are mar cr!y, i hii
you have a lot more Of it nnd tl
get you to play again And
him think I'm going 10 lay
against you.''

"Isn't that too raw?" asked Cnrtt
the other saw suspicion in his f ice,

"It's not too raw if I can
said quietlv. "and anyhow.
you to be afraid of? I'm staking,, gatnr , and if don't m

can't lose anything. I'm doing Ii .

for you, an 1 said, but ptinotplllj
want to put Billy Beales) out ol

( rp,.'.on it won't hurt youi feelll t- - tmi 'i
to he'p out In that

I here was further finer
aide of the tie two hours , " .' ,i ',.r

if the practical side nf
poller i rom .i professional stand
than h u!d have learned in tS'n
from amateur playing.

What excuse i arler made for i n.
ing a settlemeol wilh his firm Wis ' ni
importance to anybody but I lie iif hut
il was successful, and he Waited .',
rooms the next night for the ai c e
of the two gamblers with ouriotislv i j

lemotions Ontnbler a. he wai hi
etlnoti ami reckless as he hid prevail
himself to lie. it win WpUgnsnl It) every
article of his code to enage m irioki ry nt
the card tabic, and II was only ki- - Inn
desire for revenge that enabled bin
look at ii with any satisfaction

Affecting hesitation, whicji Beales nt.
Itrlbuted to conscientious scruple.
further misappropriation of money not
rightfully lus, the young man finalli .

to join in a three handed gin
Wilh his left foot touching Ham pi

right, feeling from time to lime signal
.the meaning of which he well und"

stood, h" hnd the v.mroil of hi lowing
lhat Hampton's right foot was giving and
receiving signals from Beales that we e

lequatlv Well understood and tnS1 Hon;,
Iton wiis in effeot playing a solltalreganv
with tWO puppets, he being th isclojn
one while the other was foredoomed to
fhSSStsr.

Hememberinc what Hampton h.td Shown
. , manlnulation of earHi
lie had little difficulty in seeing from tirns
to time that Beales was stacking the cardY
and though he frequently lost consider
ahle sums he had no aiixietv. knowing
that the grand OOUp would come in l ino,
and being sustained as well by the fact
that he waa winning a fair proportion of
K'te

With three players in the game and no
limit, all three being desirous of pushing
t he play, it took only a few rounds to bring
Ihe hotting into three figures anil in hall
un hour it wp.s In four

Then came the signal he had been Wait
ing for and he looked at the cards Hemp--

ton had given him in the deal Alndilig
that he hsd. as he expected to find tint
cards of a straight flush, the eight, niri
anil ten of hearts. And he came in on
Beales ante. fully prepared to set- - Hat .p
ton raise it antl BchIcs reraise

The game had been so manipulated hy
llampt .n previously thnt while rteai.s
hud lost some 8,000 of lb" 115,000 he had
brought w ith him Hampton hail lost
twee hs much and Carter piw is
aistut even with Bea lee's

However, it was not his cue to push Iha
play till p.fter tin- - draw, so he sininlv
trailed while the others seesawed him at ng
t,ll there was 16,000 in the pot Then
Hampton closed it and picked up the del It

tt aert o the draw
Beales took one. smiling with evil tri-

umph as he did so, nml t'arler took two.
getting, I's he expected, Ihe jack aid
seven of hearts Ho bat a chip befon
looking at them and Hampton after
Standing pat raised it Sl.OU"

Beales made it ll.OOfl more and Carter
with a fine imitation of a desper ite man
suit), still without lifting lus draw

'Either I made it or didn't, but I'm
plaving for .1 finish anyhow, so hers
goes Ami In pushed his pile 'orward

Hampton dropped promptly, but lie:'!"
said, smiling again: "Well. reckon P s
the finish t!i"n " And he pip in all his
money, showing down four queens.

Then farter made a pretty byplay
"That's ffood of course, " he sai "if I

didn't tdl 1 was inking ,t desperate
chance "

lie showed down his three and th"
other players exclaimed in amassment
while Carter alowly turned over the i :n
others

Beates's expression w'as well wot ' I see-I- n

Rill when hi. Inriteit lo II '

with rising fury in his face the latter
laughed at him

"I reckon I II call it square now, Billy,"
he said "Vou didn't know I found cut
about that trick vou put over on me t.;
the Soo, but I ditl Ami our friend heip
has sntnn satisfaction now for thai raw
deal vou nut up on him Tike your
medicine. Billy, There's no kick coming
from vou."

And there wasn't For lhe lose- - v. a

wise in his Hnd saw lhe
But after he hud denartsdi

cursing, ("art er took his M, 000, and push-
ing the rest of the money over to Hamp-
ton said:

"I reckon that game of poker'll la't
me for a lifetime

m..,.,it f fila
K"

M (hi lOI.
Haltered Half Hollar North Msip ThlieS

lis I see Value.
Fmvi the .es .narlrM Tiin't

'lhe grimly humoroui goddeaa nf fcr
titles good and III never WrOIISll' fCP

ihe herturs of a Bchiherixidi or Bins
tnderson stranger trick ihau

which she recently thru' a fortune in ' "

pocket of uttsuspeotlna grocer'n
f M L.i',.s

He is Charles I.. Cross, a rlerk for is
aiie. a grocer of South Mam stnet

f or nearlv tfi fle years he hss SI '

S bully pocket piece a silver half dol II "I
lhe same date hs the year of In birlh,

nd it has justified his faith In Its
ness gi last, for from being metvlt ., ba-
ttered and war worn four bit piece of sm ' '

vintage ami doubtful beauty il hs - d"
denty leaped to relatively enormous
as me set ond know n coin of thai data i
existence. In cold cash its non SSS is " "
no tarn per t an) of ils face figures

Twenty-liv- e hundred dollars wss n fu"i
with scorn by Hie owner of the enb other
is.'t.'i half dol la r known to esisl rsted s th
inosi valuable coin now In the exhibit ol
American Numismatic ssooistiou m
OSgO, "there are few Indtvidusl POiiW

greater value hy record of then lari
than the ts:,:i naif dollar. een - C

dollar of IMU taking u back seal Win
t nines lo relative oarolly.

More than half a cent nr.v ago In Ills ' "

town of iles, Mich . thS coin na- - glvi n in
Cross a a birthday preeeni bensu ii

struck off in the game year of In hill
It went Into Ihe pocket of young ChSllei
lirsl pan of pants and ill his roiler
it has remained ever since The i

have changed from tune to h il
coin has never left in pbesessl
over night

Cross is now is year old and il

bus noi alwaya been an easy mu li.'

has seen the limn when his Iticl. i

was silent in his pocket beoaUsS
was mil even a penny there lo ilngil II

Theiv havS been limes w hen he lias III
Ihe four bits from P "eating phot' and l

about to saorifica Ii for its vi

bieail antl beans bseaUSS except for
he Wag ubsuluttily deud broke, hungri
without where le lav his need.

Through ti all. however, he has ' ..it:
stubbornly le the coin ami su
re aisled every temptation in spew'
There has slways ieeu in the bsck
head lhe whimsical idea that it Willi

time bring him luck. Aim! it has ufOUgSl

him luck,


